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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

CONGRATULATING THE TOWN OF
SPRUCE PINE FOR REACHING
THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate the town of Spruce Pine for
reaching their 100th anniversary. Nestled be-
tween the majestic peaks of Mt. Mitchell and
Roan Mountain, the flourishing Appalachian
town of Spruce Pine boasts all the natural
beauty of the North Carolina Blue Ridge
Mountains.

Spruce Pine’s story began at the turn of the
century when a single house was erected near
the Carolina, Clinchfield, and Ohio Railroad
Depot. Situated between river and mountain-
side, the town grew quickly, became chartered
in 1913, quadrupled in population, and soon
became the commercial center of the Toe
River Valley.

Growth continued as mining emerged in the
economic anchor of the Spruce Pine commu-
nity. Best known for its incredibly rich mineral
deposits, Spruce Pine boasts the most con-
centrated feldspar deposits on earth. This geo-
logical wonder is responsible for 60 percent of
the total United States feldspar, which is used
in ceramics, paints, electrical wiring devices,
tile, fiberglass insulation, and glass containers.

In a way, most everyone east of the Mis-
sissippi has been impacted by goods origi-
nated from Spruce Pine. In addition, Spruce
Pine is home to the entire world supply of the
pure quartz used in manufacturing fused
quartz apparatuses. This fused quartz is used
to manufacture the semiconductors found in
every computer. To own a computer is to have
a connection to Spruce Pine.

Spruce Pine is also home to a proud farm-
ing population and one of the world’s largest
art communities. The Toe River Arts Council,
which has worked in Spruce Pine for the last
37 years, ensures a legacy of handmade
mountain artwork that will continue for many
future generations.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great satisfaction that
| recognize the town of Spruce Pine and con-
gratulate a truly exceptional 100 years. lIts
contributions to our culture and industry have
been remarkable. | couldn’t be more proud to
represent such an exemplary town, such warm
people, and such a beautiful part of North
Carolina.

————

HONORING ABILITYONE CENTERS
OF SOUTH CENTRAL INDIANA

HON. TODD C. YOUNG

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the great work of the

AbilityOne Program. As the largest single pro-
vider of employment for people who are blind
or have significant disabilities, the AbilityOne
Program puts more than 47,000 Americans to
work by providing products and services to
federal and commercial customers. In my
home State of Indiana, | am pleased to have
two AbilityOne centers, Bosma Enterprises
and the First Chance Center, who help bring
Hoosiers with disabilities into the workforce.

Since 1915, Bosma Enterprises has been
providing Hoosiers who are blind or visually
impaired with job training, employment serv-
ices, rehabilitation, and outreach programs,
empowering Hoosiers to reach their own per-
sonal goals while giving them to tools to live
independently. In the past year, Bosma has
been able to change the lives of many blind
and disabled Hoosiers as they navigated the
complexities of finding meaningful employ-
ment. One of those individuals is Ray Mont-
gomery who, at the age of 17, lost his sight as
a victim of a violent crime. After rehabilitation,
Mr. Montgomery graduated college and began
searching for a job without much success. He
then came to Bosma Enterprises where they
looked beyond his disability and focused on
his skills and potential. Ray now works in
Bosma’s production facility and is learning
new skills to develop personally and profes-
sionally.

The First Chance Center in Paoli, Indiana,
has helped to provide sustainable gainful em-
ployment for Hoosiers with disabilities for the
past 13 years. They promote the abilities of
Hoosiers with disabilities and provide opportu-
nities for these individuals to fully participate in
their community. It is through these meaning-
ful job opportunities that these Hoosiers have
been able to gain marketable skills and con-
fidence. The First Chance Center also pro-
vides a multitude of other support services, in-
cluding day services for persons with intellec-
tual or developmental disabilities and Tot-to—
Tot playgroup for children with special needs.

Mr. Speaker, | commend the efforts of
Bosma Enterprises, the First Chance Center,
and other AbilityOne organizations and am
grateful for the work they do each day to open
the doors of opportunity for Americans who
are blind or have significant disabilities.

———

RECOGNIZING DR. JANICE IZLAR,
CRNA, DNAP

HON. JACK KINGSTON

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to my constituent Janice Izlar,
CRNA, DNAP, of Savannah, Georgia. Dr. Izlar
will soon complete her year as national presi-
dent of the American Association of Nurse An-
esthetists (AANA). | am proud that Dr. Izlar
was elected as the 2012-2013 president of
this prestigious national organization.

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists
(CRNAs) are advanced practice registered

nurses who treat approximately 34 million pa-
tients each year. They work in every setting in
which anesthesia is delivered including hos-
pital surgical suites, obstetrical delivery rooms,
ambulatory surgical centers, and the offices of
dentists, podiatrists, and specialty surgeons.
They also provide acute and chronic pain
management services to patients in need of
such care. CRNAs provide anesthesia for all
types of surgical cases and are the sole anes-
thesia providers in many rural hospitals.

As a CRNA, Dr. Izlar has contributed greatly
to the healthcare community in southeast
Georgia, serving as a self-employed CRNA
and as Chief Nurse Anesthetist and Adminis-
trator for Anesthesia Services at the Georgia
Institute for Plastic Surgery since 1996. Dr.
Izlar was awarded her Doctorate in Nurse An-
esthesia Practice by Virginia Commonwealth
University, her Master of Science in Nursing
by Columbia University, her Bachelor's in
Nursing, cum laude, by the University of
Tulsa, and her Diploma in Nurse Anesthesia
by the North Carolina Baptist Hospital School
of Nurse Anesthesia. In addition to her service
as AANA President, Dr. Izlar has held various
leadership positions in the AANA, including
President-elect, Vice President, and Region 2
Director, and has served on numerous com-
mittees. She is a former president of the Geor-
gia Association of Nurse Anesthetists and is a
distinguished speaker on anesthesia topics,
lecturing nationwide on the safety, value and
cost-effectiveness of CRNA care.

During her AANA Presidency, Dr. Izlar has
been a prominent advocate for the patients
and practice of nurse anesthesia before fed-
eral agencies and members of Congress. She
has worked tirelessly to promote anesthesia
patient safety and the value of CRNAs to our
healthcare system. | am proud to have worked
with Janice for years as well as during her
time as President and am happy to call her a
friend and a loyal advocate for CRNA priorities
in Washington and beyond. Mr. Speaker, |
congratulate Janice on a successful term.

HONORING IRMA LOPEZ

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker,
today | would like to recognize Irma J. Lopez,
a community leader and activist, who is a tire-
less champion of women’s and social justice
issues in Ventura County. Irma is a remark-
able role model, and a woman who never
stops striving to improve and strengthen her
community.

Irma was born and raised in Ventura Coun-
ty. As a graduate of Camarillo High School
and the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara, Irma has been a longstanding citizen of
the area. Her career in public service began in
the State of California Employment Develop-
ment Department, where she worked for more
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than 20 years. Additionally, Irma also worked
for California State Senator Gary Hart.

Irma’s leadership is a testament to her invig-
orating commitment to Ventura County. She is
the founder, former chair and a current board
member of Ventura County’s Rebozo Festival.
Every year, this festival promotes the cultural
richness and diversity of the Latino community
and philanthropy in Ventura County.

Irma is also a founding member of the
Women’s Legacy Fund and the Destino His-
panic Legacy Fund. She is a former City of
Oxnard Woman of the Year and has been rec-
ognized for her humanitarian achievements on
both the local and national level.

Irma’s passion for public service and dedi-
cation to the community is one that | com-
mend. Throughout her life, Irma’s tireless ef-
forts have always focused on helping those
who are underrepresented and unheard. She
is an exemplary model of the great achieve-
ments a devoted citizen can make.

| have personally known Irma for many
years and am most pleased to join the Ven-
tura County Women’s Political Council in hon-
oring Irma Lopez for her contributions, dedica-
tion and engagement in Ventura County.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF FORMER GUAM SENATOR
JAMES H. UNDERWOOD

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and service of James Holland
Underwood, who served five consecutive
terms as a member of the Guam Legislature
from 1975 to 1984. He passed away on July
24, 2013, at the age of 67.

Jim was born on May 4, 1946, to former
Senator Raymond Ferdinand Underwood and
Ana Eclavea Torres Underwood, owners of
Mariana Sales and Tendan Nene in Hagatfa.

As a senator, Jim authored legislation that
led to the development of the Guam Environ-
mental Protection Agency and the Port Author-
ity of Guam. He also worked on the capital fi-
nancing project with Duty Free Shoppers for
the construction and expansion of the Guam
International Airport Authority. In 1977, Jim
also served as a delegate to Guam’s Constitu-
tional Convention.

Additionally, Jim held many leadership posi-
tions in several Government of Guam agen-
cies. He served as the Executive Director of
the Commission on Decolonization; General
Manager of the Guam Mass Transit Authority;
Director of the Guam Departments of Labor,
Public Works, Public Health and Social Serv-
ices, and Integrated Services for Individuals
with Disabilities. He also was a Director for the
Guam Telephone Authority.

Beyond his clear passion for public service,
Jim made significant contributions to the local
community, where he spearheaded numerous
projects such as the Guam-Karuizawa Student
Exchange and construction of crosses atop
Mt. Jumulong Manglo. He also was an active
member of the Young Men’s League of Guam
and Past-President of the Rotary Club of
Guam.

Together with his family, Jim was a devout
Catholic and an active parishioner of the
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Dulce Nombre de Maria Cathedral-Basilica in
Hagatna, where he served as a lector and
commentator for the December 8 procession
in honor of Santa Marian Kamalen. For many
years, Jim and his family were also respon-
sible for erecting the “Lanchon Kotpus” on the
Feast of Corpos Christi.

My thoughts and prayers are with his wife
Alma, his son James lll, his stepdaughters
Lisa and Theresa, grandchildren, friends and
loved ones. | join the people of Guam in re-
membering Jim’s leadership and contributions
to our community. He will be dearly missed.

————

IN TRIBUTE TO THE FIRST RE-
SPONDERS OF THE PROPHETS-
TOWN FIRE

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the brave first responders who
rushed to help put out the recent devastating
fire that demolished much of downtown
Prophetstown, lllinois.

The massive fire destroyed eight buildings
and damaged two others in a blaze that took
hours to put out. An estimated two dozen fire-
fighters and EMTs responded quickly in the
early morning hours to battle the flames that
were destroying the town.

As Prophetstown begins the healing proc-
ess, | salute all the first responders from
across my region of lllinois for their coura-
geous and selfless service. Because of their
valiant efforts, the blaze did not spread to
more buildings and no major injuries occurred.

| am proud to once again recognize the he-
roic efforts of our firefighters and EMTs, and
thank them again for their service.

COMMUNITY PHARMACIES

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the important role that community
pharmacies play in lowa’s Second Congres-
sional District and throughout the country.
They are the front-line health care providers
and counselors for many patients who consist-
ently depend on their training and expertise to
stay informed, healthy, and out of the hospital.
They also play an incredibly important role in
strengthening the economies of the areas they
serve, particularly in rural counties like many
of those | represent.

Like most small business owners, commu-
nity pharmacists face many challenges and
compete and negotiate on a day-to-day basis
with large entities in their business trans-
actions. However, small pharmacy owners
face an even larger disadvantage than most
because of their clear lack of leverage they
have when negotiating the amount they will be
reimbursed for filling prescriptions when deal-
ing with pharmacy benefit managers (PBMs).
PBMs serve as the middleman between the
health plans and pharmacies, but they also
own large mail-order pharmacies themselves.
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As a result, they are in direct competition with
the small pharmacies with whom they also are
called upon to negotiate contracts. Also as a
note, the largest PBM in the country had near-
ly $94 billion in revenue in 2012.

PBMs also are charged with auditing phar-
macies to detect fraud and abuse. This is an
important role to ensure that Medicare bene-
ficiaries are not taken advantage of, but prob-
lems arise when audits are conducted over
clerical, administrative errors rather than tar-
geted toward bad actors who willfully game
the system. | have heard from several up-
standing small business owners in my district
who have been subject to these unnecessary
audits and | think the process needs to be re-
formed so that these audits are as fair and
transparent as possible.

As the federal government is business part-
ners with PBMs in Medicare Part D, FEHBP,
TRICARE and Medicaid Managed Care, | be-
lieve it is our duty to take a close look at these
practices to ensure our small pharmacies have
a fair working relationship with these large
PBMs and that the needs of seniors and all
those that depend on community pharmacists
are met.

| look forward to continuing to work with the
community pharmacies throughout lowa’s Sec-
ond Congressional District to ensure they can
continue to provide individual, high quality
services to lowans.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE 38TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DIVISION OF THE
ISLAND OF CYPRUS

HON. STEVE COHEN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 38th anniversary of the division
of the island of Cyprus, and to encourage all
parties in this longstanding dispute to reason
together and work to achieve a final settle-
ment that will bring about a united Cyprus.

Over 50 years ago, the Republic of Cyprus
was established by Greek Cypriots and Turk-
ish Cypriots who were to have hands in the
administration of the government and partici-
pation in national life. As a result of steps
counter to that spirit through the 1960s and
early 1970s, the two communities are now iso-
lated from each other. The Greek Cypriot
community, as the Republic of Cyprus, enjoys
full membership in the European Union while
Turkish Cypriots remain largely isolated from
the global community. Nevertheless, Turkish
Cypriots have demonstrated, time and again,
their support for a solution where a bi-zonal,
bi-communal federation is secured.

A continuation of the status quo serves no
purpose, and prevents all Cypriots from living
to their full potential. | ask my colleagues to
join me in encouraging both parties to set a
timeline of tangible steps to achieve a final
agreement, and for the Obama Administration
to work with both parties and European part-
ners in securing these steps. Any solution
must respect the human rights and freedoms
of all Cypriots, and this must be enshrined in
the work of the parties.

Let us redouble our efforts so that we do
not have to observe the beginning of yet an-
other decade in the life of the division of this
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island, in the hope that all Cypriots will be able
to live and work together in peace.

———

AGREEMENT BETWEEN GREEK
CYPRIOTS AND TURKISH CYP-
RIOTS

HON. TREY RADEL

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. RADEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ad-
dress some of the statements conveyed in this
House concerning the continuing division of
the island of Cyprus, a division that has now,
unfortunately, approaching four decades.

| believe that the time is long overdue for a
final agreement between the Greek Cypriots
and Turkish Cypriots—one which is arrived at
together by both parties, with the support of
the international community, which respects
the human rights of all Cypriots. | call upon
the Administration to reenergize its engage-
ment on this issue, one that has largely been
tolerated through Administrations and Con-
gresses of both parties, and unfortunately by
many Cypriots themselves.

While | do not wish to revisit the history that
has led to this division, | would ask my col-
leagues to note that Turkish Cypriots voted
overwhelmingly in favor of the “UN Plan for a
Comprehensive Settlement of the Cyprus
Problem” in the simultaneous referenda held
on both sides of the island, conveying to their
Greek Cypriot neighbors, and the wider world,
its desire to solve the Cyprus problem, and
become integrated into the life of Europe and
the international community. Additionally, Tur-
key has been stating that it would welcome a
resolution of the Cyprus issue, as long as the
rights of the Turkish Cypriot community are
guaranteed. | do not believe this is an unrea-
sonable request. Indeed, it should apply to all
Cypriots.

The Greek Cypriot community, as the Re-
public of Cyprus, enjoys all of the rights and
privileges of European Union membership,
and participates freely in the international
community. Turkish Cypriots continue to en-
dure international isolation and embargoes—a
status quo that can never be considered a
long-term, permanent solution. The time has
come for both parties to work together to se-
cure a political settlement, and to put this long,
sorry chapter behind them. | ask my col-
leagues to recommit themselves to supporting
a just and comprehensive solution to the divi-
sion of Cyprus.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | was unavoidably absent during the week
of July 8, 2013. If | were present, | would have
voted on the following.

Monday, July 8, 2013: rollcall No. 305: Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R.
1341, “yea”; rollcall No. 306: Motion to Sus-
pend the Rules and Pass H.R. 1564, “yea”;
rollcall No. 307: Motion to Suspend the Rules
and Pass H.R. 1171, “yea”.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Tuesday, July 9, 2013: rollcall No. 308: Mo-
tion on Ordering the Previous Question on the
Rule for H.R. 2609, “nay”; rollcall No. 309:
Motion on Agreeing to the Resolution on the
Rule H.R. 2609, “nay”; rollcall No. 310: Motion
on Approving the Journal, “nay”; rollcall No.
311: Moran of Virginia Amendment No. 1,
“aye”; rollcall No. 312: Moran of Virginia
Amendment No. 2, “aye”; rollcall No. 313:
Takano of California Amendment No. 2, “aye”;
rolicall No. 314: Perry of Pennsylvania Amend-
ment, “aye”; rollcall No. 315: Broun of Georgia
Amendment, “no”; rollcall No. 316: Cohen of
Tennessee Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No.
317: Broun of Georgia Amendment, “no”; roll-
call No. 318: Swalwell of California Amend-
ment, “aye”; rollcall No. 319: McClintock of
California Amendment, “no”; rollcall No. 320:
Peters of California Amendment, “aye”; rollcall
No. 321: Perimutter of Colorado Amendment,
“aye”; rollcall No. 322: Connolly of Virginia
Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No. 323: First
Takano of California Amendment, “aye”; roll-
call No. 324: Second Takano of California
Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No. 325: Heck of
Nevada Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No. 326:
Butterfield of North Carolina Amendment,
“aye”; rollcall No. 327: Foster of lllinois
Amendment, “aye”.

Wednesday, July 10, 2013: rollcall No. 328:
Hastings of Florida Amendment, “aye”; rollcall
No. 329: Garamendi of California Amendment,
“aye”; rollcall No. 330: Broun of Georgia
Amendment, “no”; rollcall No. 331: Jackson
Lee of Texas Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No.
332: Quigley of lllinois Amendment, “no”; roll-
call No. 333: Heck of Nevada Amendment,
“no”; rollcall No. 334: Polis of Colorado
Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No. 335: First Bur-
gess of Texas Amendment, “no”; rollcall No.
336: Second Burgess of Texas Amendment,
“no”; rollcall No. 337: Titus of Nevada Amend-
ment, “no”; rollcall No. 338: Lynch of Massa-
chusetts Amendment, “aye”; rollcall No. 339:
Whitfield of Kentucky Amendment, “no”; roll-
call No. 340: Fleming of Louisiana Amend-
ment, “no”; rollcall No. 341: Garamendi of
California Amendment No. 28, “aye”; rollcall
No. 342: Speier of California Amendment,
“aye”; rollcall No. 343: Chabot of Ohio
Amendment, “no”; rollcall No. 344: Motion to
Recommit with Instructions for H.R. 2609,
“aye”; rollcall No. 345: Final Passage of H.R.
2609—Energy and Water Development and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2014,
“nay

Thursday, July 11, 2013: rollcall No. 346:
Motion to Adjourn, “yea”; rollcall No. 347:
Table Appeal of the Ruling of the Chair for H.
Res. 295, “no”; rollcall No. 348: Motion to Ad-
journ, ‘“yea”; rollcall No. 349: Motion on
Agreeing to the Resolution for H. Res. 295,
“no”; rollcall No. 350: Table Appeal of the Rul-
ing of the Chair for H.R. 2642, “nay”; rollcall
No. 351: Table Appeal of the Ruling of the
Chair for H.R. 2642, “no”; rollcall No. 352:
Motion to Recommit with Instructions for H.R.
2642, “aye”; rollcall No. 353: Final Passage of
H.R. 2642—Federal Agriculture Reform and
Risk Management Act, “nay”.
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RECOGNIZING THE 39TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TURKEY’S INVASION
AND OCCUPATION OF CYPRUS

HON. JOHN P. SARBANES

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, June 20,
2013 marks the 39th anniversary of Turkey’s
invasion and occupation of the small island
Republic of Cyprus. Over time, Turkey's
forced division of Cyprus has become its sig-
nature failing—a senseless act of defiance
against the family of nations.

For more than 60-years, the United States
and our European allies have given unyielding
and steadfast economic, military and moral
support to Turkey. Today, Turkey reaps great
benefit from its relationship with the West. lts
economy has grown tremendously. Its home-
land is secure against enemies who know that
NATO stands sentinel over Turkey.

Turkey’s rulers have long promised the peo-
ple of Turkey that theirs is a nation on a jour-
ney to full democratic liberties, a powerful na-
tion confident and secure in its place on the
world stage, a country that pursues ‘“zero
problems with its neighbors.” As it seeks to
join the European Union, Turkey has given re-
peated assurances to its allies that its principal
ambition is to embrace democracy and the
rule of law.

How then to explain the continued stationing
of 45,000 Turkish troops on Cyprus? How to
explain a myriad of other conduct that so glar-
ingly belies Turkey’s stated aspirations. The
truth is that an authoritarian impulse still per-
vades the Turkish ruling establishment and
keeps it from democracy’s full embrace. This
was most recently illustrated in Turkey’s treat-
ment of the burgeoning relationship between
Cyprus and lIsrael. Rather than join those two
nations in a peaceful and democratic dialogue
for the future development of the Eastern
Mediterranean, Prime Minister Erdogan has
set Turkish warships to sail in Cypriot waters
and threatens the use of force against both
Israel and Cyprus.

The United States and our European allies
must no longer tolerate Turkey’s provocative
and antidemocratic conduct. To that end, it is
eminently fair to view Cyprus as the yard stick
by which Turkey is to be judged. As long as
Turkey maintains its occupation of the island,
it cannot pretend to have rid itself of the utterly
destructive colonial and authoritarian
ideologies of a bygone era. To demonstrate a
readiness to take up its responsibilities as a
NATO ally and candidate country of the Euro-
pean Union, Cyprus is the test that Turkey
must pass.

————

RECOGNIZING SRC ELECTRICAL

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and honor SRC Electrical on their in-
duction into the Occupational Safety and
Health Administration (OSHA) Voluntary Pro-
tection Program (VPP).

Founded in 1991 under the Springfield Re-
manufacturing Company umbrella, SRC Elec-
trical has been a market leader in providing




E1156

new and remanufactured rotating electrical
components that include starters, alternators,
and generators. For over twenty years, SRC
Electrical has remained an employee-owned
company based on the desire to redefine the
art of remanufacturing and operates under
Founder, President, and CEO Jack Stack’s
world-renowned open-book management busi-
ness philosophy.

Through hard work and dedication, SRC
Electrical was awarded its Voluntary Protec-
tion Program approval in April 2013. SRC
Electrical should be extremely proud of this
achievement as worksites under the VPP
boast some very impressive statistics. Working
cooperatively between management, labor,
and OSHA, companies under VPP work to
prevent and reduce the chances of worksite
fatalities, injuries, and illnesses through a rig-
orous onsite evaluation by a team of safety
and health professionals. In fact, companies
included in the program have an average
Days Away, Restricted, or Transferred (DART)
case rate 52 percent below the industry aver-
age. As of July 1, 2013, SRC Electrical
reached 1.2 million safe hours without a lost
time incident.

Our nation needs strong and robust manu-
facturing companies like SRC Electrical. The
hard working men and women who make up
SRC Electrical are the backbone of our na-
tion’s manufacturing sector. 1 am honored to
recognize SRC Electrical on its outstanding
achievement and look forward to following its
continued success.

————

CONGRATULATING PRIME MIN-
ISTER NAJIB OF MALAYSIA ON
HIS RE-ELECTION

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Prime Minister Mohd
Najib Bin Tun Haji Abdul Razak of Malaysia
on his re-election in May 2013.

Dato’ Sri Najib is the eldest son of the sec-
ond Prime Minister, Tun Abdul Razak Hus-
sein. He received his primary and secondary
education at St. John’s Institution. For sec-
ondary education, he attended the Malvern
Boys’ College in Worcestershire, England. In
1974, he graduated from the University of Not-
tingham with a degree in Industrial Economics.

At the very young age of 23, Dato’ Sri Najib
was elected a Member of Parliament following
the sudden passing of his father in 1976.
Dato’ Sri Najib later served as Deputy Minister
of Energy, Telecommunication and Post, Dep-
uty Minister of Education, Deputy Minister of
Finance, Minister of Culture, Minister of De-
fense, Minister of Education, and Minister of
Finance.

In service to his country, Prime Minister
Najib has built a world-class education system
in Malaysia and modernized the armed forces,
making it a leaner fighting force capable of
handling any conventional threats. He has
also improved the quality of public services,
introduced a new cabinet position in charge of
unity and performance management, and im-
plemented a New Economic Model with re-
forms to create a business environment con-
ducive to economic growth, development and
investment.
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Due to his extraordinary leadership, Prime
Minister Najib is driving the nation forward. |
commend Prime Minister Najib for rolling back
race-based policies and obligating $2.6 billion
in spending programs benefitting poor families.
| also commend him for bringing about peace,
prosperity and stability in a country that others
seek to undermine for their own political pur-
poses and gain.

Because Malaysia is a significant regional
and global partner of the United States, | pay
special tribute to Prime Minister Najib for win-
ning the people’s mandate. Malaysians turned
out in record numbers to vote and the will of
the Malaysian people is reflected in the re-
sults. Consequently, U.S.-Malaysia relations
will remain strong. In fact, to reaffirm the
strong bonds of friendship between the United
States and Malaysia, President Obama made
a surprise phone call to Prime Minister Najib
to congratulate him on his victory. President
Obama is also expected to participate in the
two-day Global Entrepreneurship Summit to
be held in Kuala Lumpur in October of this
year.

| acknowledge Malaysian Parliament Mem-
ber and Special Envoy to the United States,
Dr. Jamaluddin Jarjis, for the exemplary serv-
ice he continues to render in bolstering the
U.S.-Malaysia partnership for and on behalf of
Prime Minister Najib and the people of Malay-
sia. Prime Minister Najib has earned the re-
spect of many at home and abroad, and | am
pleased that he has the full and unwavering
support of the United States as he enters his
second term as Prime Minister.

———

SOLVING THE CYPRUS PROBLEM

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
speak about the ongoing Cyprus problem.

Another year has passed, and yet again
Members of Congress are speaking out in
support of resolving this problem. As co-chair
of the Congressional Caucus on US-Turkish
Relations and Turkish-Americans, | wish to
join my colleagues in these efforts. A positive
resolution of this matter would enhance the
stability, security, and economic integration in
the Eastern Mediterranean region and ensure
the equitable and effective sharing of natural
resources.

Many of my colleagues have grown frus-
trated over the years by the lack of progress
toward a negotiated political settlement. Per-
haps the greatest frustration was caused by
the failure of the UN peace initiative in 2004,
when—despite the strong approval of the
Turkish Cypriots—Greek Cypriots overwhelm-
ingly rejected the Peace Plan and defeated
the initiative.

If it had been approved by the both sides,
the UN Peace Plan of 2004, which was
strongly supported by the United States and
the international community, would have es-
tablished a bi-zonal and bi-communal state,
demilitarized the island and settled the very
issues that many of my colleagues have
raised in recent weeks in conjunction with Cy-
prus.

In a report issued in May 2004, the UN Sec-
retary General stated: “In the aftermath of the

July 30, 2013

vote, the situation of the Turkish Cypriots calls
for the attention of the international community
as a whole, including the Security Council.”
The report also noted that “[tlhe Turkish Cyp-
riot vote has undone any rationale for pres-
suring and isolating them.”

Meanwhile, on April 26, the General Affairs
Council of the European Union declared that:
“The Turkish Cypriot community has ex-
pressed their clear desire for a future within
the European Union. The Council is deter-
mined to put an end to the isolation of the
Turkish Cypriot community and to facilitate the
reunification of Cyprus by encouraging the
economic development of the Turkish Cypriot
community.”

Yet we cannot let frustration deter us from
moving forward.

| applaud The Turkish Cypriots for their will-
ingness to move forward and their continued
commitment to a negotiated political settle-
ment. | am also encouraged by the newly
elected Greek Cypriot President's previous
support of the 2004 Peace Plan. Mr.
Anastasiades now has a genuine opportunity
to not only support a comprehensive settle-
ment, but to achieve it.

The economic difficulties that have gripped
Southern Cyprus this year should not be an
obstacle to peace. On the contrary, as many
experts say, they offer a good reason to take
the path of cooperation. A united Cyprus
would increase economic growth and provide
stability in an important region—for the United
States and our allies.

And while it will be up to the Greek and
Turkish Cypriots to decide on their common or
separate futures, the United States’ interests
in the region require an active involvement
and engagement in the process. The U.S.
should use its best influence to encourage all
relevant parties in Cyprus to launch com-
prehensive peace talks without any further
delay.

Mr. Speaker, | hope this time next year we
will be able to applaud the ultimate resolution
of the 40-year-old Cyprus problem.

——————

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KOREAN WAR AR-
MISTICE

HON. BETO O'ROURKE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. O'ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the 60th Anniversary of the armistice
that ended the Korean War on July 27, 1953
and honor the Korean War Veterans and their
families, who have taught us about strength,
duty, service, and resolve. | am proud to rep-
resent hundreds of Korean War Veterans.
Their service has been selfless and their ac-
complishments have been extraordinary.

The 60th Anniversary of the end of the Ko-
rean War calls us to reflect on the immeas-
urable burdens of war that have been borne
by our veterans and their families. We pay
tribute to our wounded, our missing, our fallen,
and their families. They know the true costs of
conflict and deserve our deepest respect.

On June 25, 1950, the Korean War began
when approximately 75,000 soldiers from the
North Korean People’s Army poured across
the 38th parallel, the boundary between the
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Soviet-backed Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea to the north and the pro-Western Re-
public of Korea to the south. This invasion
was the first military action of the Cold War.
By July, American troops had entered the war
on South Korea’s behalf.

Nearly 5 million people died as a result of
the Korean War. More than half of these—
about 10 percent of Korea’s prewar popu-
lation—were civilians, a rate higher than either
World War Il or Vietnam. Nearly 40,000 Amer-
icans died in action in Korea, and more than
100,000 were wounded.

289,000 Texans served in the Korean War.
1,916 were killed in action and 440 are still
missing in action. 169 El Pasoans gave their
lives in Korean War and 23 are missing in ac-
tion. The President of the United States
awarded the highest of military honors to 11
Texans, including one El Pasoan Modesto
Cartagena, for their acts of valor during the
war.

Today we remember our commitments to
those who served in Korea. As we do so, let
us reaffirm our promise that when our troops
finish their tours of duty, they come home to
an America that gives them the benefits they
have earned, the care they deserve, and the
fullest opportunity to keep their families strong
and our country moving forward.

————

FELLOWSHIP GENERAL BAPTIST
CHURCH CELEBRATES ITS FOR-
TIETH ANNIVERSARY

HON. JASON T. SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, the
Fellowship General Baptist Church is com-
memorating the milestone occasion of its For-
tieth Anniversary in 2013, having served the
community of Poplar Bluff for four decades
since its official organization on July 15, 1973.
The church traces its beginnings to April 5,
1973, when a group of faithful Baptists met for
the first time at the Town and Country Res-
taurant in Poplar Bluff. On May 2, 1973, Fel-
lowship General Baptist Church was organized
into a mission with a charter membership of
eighty-one individuals under the pastoral lead-
ership of Kenneth Kennedy, Leland Duncan,
Ernie Rogers, John Clanton, and Riley Ma-
thias. The congregation broke ground for a
permanent house of worship on July 21, 1974,
and celebrated their first meeting in the com-
plete church building on January 5, 1975 and
over the years, the congregation at Fellowship
General Baptist has been blessed with the
leadership of three pastors: Dr. Onis Chapman
(1976-79), Dr. Kenneth Kennedy (1978-87),
and the Reverend Byron Beck (1987—present).

Members of the Fellowship General Baptist
Church have consistently been the top finan-
cial supporter of the General Baptist Denomi-
nation, while successfully participating in out-
reach programs including Fellowship of Ac-
ceptance, Divorce Care, Salt and Light Sun-
days, Salvation Army, Living Water Inter-
national and Grief Share. The congregation of
Fellowship General Baptist Church, now 781
members strong, prepares to minister to the
community for a fifth decade.
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CELEBRATING THE FORT ROSS
FESTIVAL AND DIALOGUE

HON. JARED HUFFMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it gives me
great pleasure to recognize the 201st anniver-
sary of Fort Ross, a California State Park and
the site of an early Russian colony established
on the North Coast of California in 1812. The
annual Fort Ross Festival and Dialogue will
take place on July 27-29, 2013 to celebrate
the history and cultural significance of the site,
and | ask my colleagues to join me in extend-
ing best wishes for the event.

Fort Ross is located in the home region of
the Kashaya Pomo people of Northern Cali-
fornia. In the early 1800s, the Russian-Amer-
ican Company founded Fort Ross as an early
agricultural and fur-trading outpost to support
their operations from San Francisco to Alaska.
Russian colonists developed farms, ranches,
and hunting operations in concert with local
Kashaya and Alaska Native employees, play-
ing an early role in establishing the agricultural
character of the North Coast.

Today, Fort Ross is a national historic land-
mark, and an important piece of the shared
history of the Russian and American people.
Through cultural events, archeological study,
and efforts to preserve the historical structures
at the site, Fort Ross has become a hub for
the Russian-American community and a des-
tination for visitors from all over the world. The
Fort Ross Festival will offer historical re-enact-
ments and celebrations of Russian influence in
the region while the Dialogue will enable Rus-
sian and American leaders to discuss Rus-
sian-American relations and trade in the mod-
ern era.

As we reflect on this unique landmark of
California’s history, | thank both the Fort Ross
Conservancy and California State Parks for
their commitment to restoring and preserving
the park’s historic buildings and features. This
beautiful 3,400 acre park is a jewel of Sonoma
County’s coastline and offers visitors both out-
door recreation and historical significance.

| ask my colleagues to join me in marking
this historic occasion and sending them our
best wishes for a successful festival.

————

A TRIBUTE TO THE TYREE AFRI-
CAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL
CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA,
PENNSYLVANIA

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in ftribute today of the Tyree A.M.E.
Church to celebrate its Centennial Anniver-
sary. Over the past 100 years, the Tyree
A.M.E. Church has endured as the spiritual
home for countless numbers of Philadelphia’s
citizens.

This past century, eighteen pastors have led
the church successfully, relying on the stead-
fast faith and fellowship of its members to im-
prove the church and surrounding community.
The church’s resolute determination to con-
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tinue their noble work has set a great example
for congregations across the country.

| ask that you and my other distinguished
colleagues help me in honoring the Centennial
Anniversary of the founding of the Tyree
AM.E Church. May it continue to grow and
prosper for another 100 years and beyond.

————

HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE KOREAN WAR AR-
MISTICE

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of our brave veterans of the Korean
War on the eve of the 60th Anniversary of the
end of combat operations in that region.
These heroes fought so valiantly to protect our
country and they rightfully deserve our rec-
ognition and admiration.

| am proud to represent a district that is
home to such a large number of veterans, and
| feel tremendous gratitude to the heroes of
World War Il, Korea, Vietnam and to the new
generation of veterans from the Gulf War, Iraq
and Afghanistan. My father, Bernard Deutch,
volunteered to fight in World War Il as a teen-
ager where he earned a Purple Heart at the
Battle of the Bulge. It was his example of
service to our nation that motivated me to
serve in Congress.

The veterans of the Korean War endured
unique hardships in order to ensure the ideals
of freedom and democracy lived on, both at
home and abroad. Their selfless dedication to
these values is a testament to true character
of the men and women who fought in this con-
flict. With the bar set, | am confident their pa-
triotic spirit lives on in those in the armed
forces who serve our nation today.

In this era of partisan vitriol and gridlock in
Washington, our leaders can always look to
veterans as an example of how individuals
from all walks of life can put their differences
aside in order to accomplish great things. So
long as | am in Congress, | promise to do ev-
erything in my power to ensure the well-being
of our Nation’s veterans. | join today with my
family in wishing the veterans of the Korean
War many more years of good health and
urge all citizens of this great country to live by
their example.

——————

HONORING JAMES “JAY” EARL
ALEXANDER FOR HIS SERVICE
AS A EULESS POLICE OFFICER

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, | am proud
to recognize Corporal James “Jay” Earl Alex-
ander for his 36 years of public service as a
police officer, 30 of which for the City of Eu-
less, Texas.

Corporal Alexander began his career in law
enforcement with several police departments
in Texas, starting in 1970 at the age of 19 as
a dispatcher for the Commerce Police Depart-
ment. Two years later, he was a jailer and
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deputy for Hunt County. In 1976, Alexander
took the step of becoming an officer for the
Lakeworth Police Department then, in 1977,
he went to work for the Bedford Police Depart-
ment and went on to receive his Basic Police
Certification as a police officer a few months
later. In 1982, he worked for the Grapevine
and then Azle police departments.

In January 1983, Alexander joined the Eu-
less Police Department as a police officer. In
October of 1985 he earned his Intermediate
Certification and, with Office Haywood, be-
came the department’s first Field Training Offi-
cer. That same vyear he received his
Intoxilyzer Certification and, the following year,
his Instructor’'s Certification. In 1987, Alex-
ander was assigned to the Tactical Team as
a sniper. He received his Advanced Certifi-
cation in 1989 and, in 1991, his years of hard
work were rewarded with a promotion to the
rank of corporal.

Upon request, Corporal Alexander was as-
signed to be a School Resource Officer at Eu-
less Junior High School in 1995, where he re-
mained for the rest of his career. In 1997 he
earned the Master Police Officer Certification.
Over his outstanding and honorable career,
Corporal Alexander has received eleven com-
mendations, one of which was for his cap-
turing of a Fort Worth murder suspect. He
earned two years of credit from Tarrant Coun-
ty College and Texas Christian University, and
accumulated 1,800 hours of continuing edu-
cation as an officer.

Alexander was raised in Weatherford,
Texas, and worked for a veterinarian and then
moved to the Dallas—Fort Worth metroplex
where he worked for a delivery service before
getting involved with law enforcement. He is
an avid student of local history and knows
much of the pioneering families who settled
the area. He is married and he and his wife
Teresa have four children—Michael, Cody,
Ashley, and Chris.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 24th Congres-
sional District of Texas, | ask all my distin-
guished colleagues to join me in thanking Cor-
poral James Alexander for his many years of
public service as an officer of the Euless Po-
lice Department.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SERVICE OF
PAMELA KALLSEN

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Pamela Kallsen as she retires as Exec-
utive Director from the Marjaree Mason Cen-
ter. Pam has dedicated her life to empowering
domestic violence victims and advocating for
their well-being. Her efforts have been para-
mount in ensuring the safety of hundreds of
families in Fresno County.

Pam grew up in Fresno, California. After
completing high school, she moved to Ten-
nessee and attended the University of Mem-
phis. Pam obtained her degree in Vocational
Education and returned back to Fresno to re-
ceive an additional degree in Home Econom-
ics from California State University, Fresno.

Prior to her position as Executive Director at
the Marjaree Mason Center, Pam worked ex-
tensively in the health care arena. While pur-
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suing her career in the medical field she
served as Vice President of executive services
at Fresno Community Medical Centers. In ad-
dition, she held various positions at the Cali-
fornia Eye Institute, St. Agnes Medical Center,
and the Fresno Hospital Council.

Pam is a true advocate for those in need.
She is past chair of the Fresno Continuum of
Care, which is an initiative that is devoted to
housing and supporting the local homeless
population. Pam serves as a critical compo-
nent to the Fresno County Ten-Year plan to
abolish homelessness. She is also a dynamic
participant in the Fresno County Domestic Vio-
lence Roundtable and the California Domestic
Violence Advisory Council.

Under Pam’s leadership, the Marjaree
Mason Center has gone above and beyond,
providing victims with resources to help them
thrive in a safe environment. In addition to
providing victims with shelter, the center offers
legal assistance, counseling, and education for
victims as well as for individuals throughout
the entire community. During Pam’s tenure,
the center has expanded, so the Marjaree
Mason Center reaches out to more women
and children than ever before.

Pam has proven to be a successful change
agent because she fights for what she be-
lieves is right. In 2001, Pam was recognized
as one of the Top Ten Professional Women of
Fresno, and in 2006, she was selected as
Woman of the Year by the California State As-
sembly. Pam’s efforts to make the Central Val-
ley a better place are observed throughout the
entire state and nation.

In addition to being a victims’ advocate,
Pam is also a wife and mother. It is my hope
that Pam enjoys her retirement with her hus-
band, Gene, and daughters, Laura and Leslie.

As co-chair of the Victims’ Rights Caucus
and a passionate supporter of the Violence
Against Women Act, it is truly an honor to rec-
ognize Pam. Her years of tireless work on the
behalf of some of the nation’s most vulnerable
is exceptionally admirable.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the service of Pamela Kallsen.
Pam will undoubtedly be missed as she retires
from the Marjaree Mason Center, but we can
expect that she will continue to be a strong
voice and advocate for victims and their fami-
lies.

———

INTRODUCTION OF END RACIAL
PROFILING ACT OF 2013

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to introduce the End Racial Profiling Act of
2013, along with additional cosponsors. This
legislation represents a comprehensive federal
commitment to healing the rift caused by racial
profiling and restoring public confidence in the
criminal justice system at-large. This legisla-
tion is designed to enforce the constitutional
right to equal protection of the laws by chang-
ing the policies and procedures underlying the
practice of profiling.

This legislation can be traced back to the
data collection efforts of the late 1990’s that
were designed to determine whether racial
profiling was a fact versus an urban legend.
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Based upon the work around that legislation,
by September 11, 2001, there was significant
empirical evidence and wide agreement
among Americans, including President Bush
and Attorney General Ashcroft, that racial
profiling was a tragic fact of life in the minority
community and that the Federal government
should take action to end the practice.

Moreover, many in the law enforcement
community have acknowledged that singling
out people for heightened scrutiny based on
their race, ethnicity, religion, or national origin
had eroded the trust in law enforcement nec-
essary to appropriately serve and protect our
communities.

During our 112th Congress Judiciary Com-
mittee hearing on racial profiling, we ap-
proached the issue from the perspective of
“smart policing” and what makes sense in a
time of austerity for protecting public safety. |
believe that it became clear during the hearing
that enough agreement exists to allow us to
re-open the bipartisan dialogue on racial
profiing commenced by President Bush and
Attorney General Ashcroft.

Despite the fact that the majority of law en-
forcement officers perform their duties profes-
sionally and without bias—and we value their
service highly—the specter of racial profiling
has contaminated the relationship between the
police and minority communities to such a de-
gree that federal action is justified to begin ad-
dressing the issue.

While the Department of Justice promul-
gated a series of guidelines in 2003 which
were designed to end the practice of racial
profiling by federal law enforcement agencies,
these measures do not reach the vast majority
of racial profiling complaints arising from the
routine activities of state and local law en-
forcement agencies. Further, the guidelines
provide no enforcement mechanism or meth-
ods for identifying law enforcement agencies
not in compliance and, therefore, fail to re-
solve the racial profiling problem nationwide.
In this instance, there is no substitute for com-
prehensive federal anti-profiling legislation.

The End Racial Profiling Act is designed to
eliminate the well documented problem of ra-
cial, ethnic, religious, and national origin
profiling. First, the bill provides a prohibition on
racial profiling, enforceable by declaratory or
injunctive relief. Second, the bill mandates that
training on racial profiling issues as part of
Federal law enforcement training, the collec-
tion of data on all routine or spontaneous in-
vestigatory activities that is to be submitted
through a standardized form to the Depart-
ment of Justice.

Third, the Justice Department is authorized
to provide grants for the development and im-
plementation of best policing practices, such
as early warning systems, technology integra-
tion, and other management protocols that dis-
courage profiling. Finally, the Attorney General
is required to provide periodic reports to as-
sess the nature of any ongoing discriminatory
profiling practices.

Recent events demonstrate that racial
profiling remains a divisive issue that strikes at
the very foundation of our democracy. Though
the death of Trayvon Martin was not the result
of a law enforcement encounter, the issues of
race and reasonable suspicion of criminal con-
duct are so closely linked in the minds of the
public that his death cannot be separated from
the law enforcement profiling debate.

Ultimately, he is one of too many individuals
across the country who have been victimized
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by a perception of criminality simply because
of their race, ethnicity, religion or national ori-
gin. These individuals are denied the basic re-
spect and equal treatment that is the right of
every American.

Decades ago, in the face of shocking vio-
lence, the passage of sweeping civil rights leg-
islation made it clear that race should not af-
fect the treatment of an individual American
under the law. | believe that thousands of pe-
destrian and traffic stops of innocent minorities
and the killing of innocent teen calls for a simi-
lar federal response. The practice of using
race as a criterion in law enforcement under-
mines the progress we have made toward ra-
cial equality. Please join me in supporting this
legislation.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, | was unavoidably absent during the week
of July 15, 2013. If | were present, | would
have voted on the following.

Tuesday, July 16, 2013: rollcall No. 354: On
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, “yea;”
rollcall No. 355: On Motion to Suspend the
Rules and Pass, “yea;” rollcall No. 356: On
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, “yea.”

Wednesday, July 17, 2013: rollcall No. 357:
Motion on Ordering the Previous Question on
the Rule for H.R. 2667, “nay;” rollcall No. 358:
Motion on Agreeing to the Resolution pro-
viding the Rule on H.R. 2667 and H.R. 2668,
“nay;” rollcall No. 359: Motion to Adjourn,
“nay;” rollcall No. 360: On Motion to Recom-
mit with Instructions H.R. 2667, “yea;” rollcall
No. 361: On passage of H.R. 2667, “nay;”
rollcall No. 362: On Motion to Recommit with
Instruction H.R. 2668, “yea;” rollcall No. 363:
On Passage of H.R. 2668, “nay.”

Thursday, July 18, 2013: rolicall No. 364:
Motion on Ordering the Previous Question on
the Rule for H.R. 5, “nay;” rollcall No. 365: On
Agreeing to the Resolution providing the Rule
on H.R. 5, “nay;” rollcall No. 366: On passage
of the Journal, “yea;” rollcall No. 367: On
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 5 offered
by YOUNG of Alaska, “yea;” rollcall No. 368:
On Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 5 of-
fered by LUETKEMEYER of Missouri, “nay;” roll-
call No. 369: On Agreeing to the Amendment
to H.R. 5 offered by MEEHAN of Pennsylvania,
“nay.”

Friday, July 19, 2013: rolicall No. 370: On
Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R. 5 offered
by CULBERSON of Texas, “nay;” rollcall No.
371: On Agreeing to the Amendment to H.R.
5 offered by JACKSON LEE of Texas, “yea;”
rolicall No. 372: On Agreeing to the Amend-
ment to H.R. 5 offered by MILLER of California,
“yea;” rollcall No. 373: On the Motion to Re-
commit with Instructions H.R. 5, “yea;” rollcall
No. 374: On Passage of H.R. 5, “nay.”
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RON BARBER

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. BARBER. Mr. Speaker, due to airplane
mechanical difficulties, | missed two recorded
votes on July 30. | would like to indicate how
| would have voted had | been present for
those votes.

On Rollcall No. 375, H.R. 21542, the WMD
Intelligence and Information Sharing Act, |
would have voted “yea” to amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002 to establish weap-
ons of mass destruction intelligence and infor-
mation sharing functions of the Office of Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of
Homeland Security and to require dissemina-
tion of information analyzed by the Depart-
ment to entities with responsibilities relating to
homeland security.

On Rollcall No. 376, H. Con. Res. 44, |
would have voted “yea” to authorize the use
of the Capitol Grounds for the District of Co-
lumbia Special Olympics Law Enforcement
Torch Run.

HONORING MR. DAN CALLOWAY
HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Mr. Dan Calloway. Mr.
Calloway attended Roosevelt Senior High
School in West Palm Beach, from which he
was graduated in 1956. A veteran of the U.S.
Army, he was in charge of special services,
rising to the rank of Captain of Special Serv-
ices. Dan was the first black captain of the
Army baseball team in 1963. For his accom-
plishments in that sport, he was inducted into
the German Hall of Fame.

Following his successful time in the military,
he embarked on a career in law enforcement.
He retired as a Detective Sergeant with the
Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office, where he
also served as sports coordinator. In 1965,
Dan founded the Youth Recreation Associa-
tion (YRA) of Palm Beach County, which helps
young people through scholarships and men-
toring in sports and recreational activities. Nu-
merous National Football League (NFL) stars
and other professional athletes credit the YRA
as an invaluable resource that helped them to-
ward successful careers in sports. All have re-
turned to Palm Beach County to “pay it for-
ward,” helping other young people with schol-
arships, skills camps and various other events.

Continuing his involvement in sports, Dan
was honored as a torch bearer in Palm Beach
County for the 1996 Olympics. In recognition
of his many important contributions to sports,
he was inducted into the Palm Beach County
Sports Hall of Fame by the Palm Beach Coun-
ty Sports Commission in 1993. The Dan
Calloway Recreation Center in Riviera Beach
was dedicated in May 2010. In February 2011,
Dan was inducted into the Roosevelt Senior
High School Sports Hall of Fame for his con-
tributions in baseball and basketball.

He married Delores Oliver in 1981. He calls
her “the love of my life, and my eyes if | ever
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go blind.” He is a member of the Singer Island
Civic Association and Palm Beach County
Community Relations Board. He is among
more than a dozen local professionals who
have issued a call to black men to step-up as
mentors and role models for young people in
the community.

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great pride to rec-
ognize Dan Calloway, for everything that he
has done for Palm Beach County, and our na-
tion. He has accomplished so many wonderful
things for the community, and | am proud to
call him my friend.

——
RECOGNIZING KAREN KRAUSE,
PROGRESS OHIO’S BARBARA
KLASS SOKOL AWARD WINNER

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a woman of remarkable achieve-
ment, Karen Krause, of Toledo Ohio. This
weekend | was privileged to join Karen as a
2013 honoree of Progress Ohio, from which
she received the Barbara Klass Sokol Award.
The award is given to a person who embodies
the Columbus, Ohio activist's “high level of
energy, humanitarianism, love of the arts, con-
cern for the environment; who cared deeply
about good government and spent a great
deal of time and effort working to get good
people elected at the state and local level,
who was a champion for a fair and just society
for all.” Though this description is of the activ-
ist herself, it could just as easily have been
written in describing Karen Krause, a woman
who has spent her life defining public service.

After graduating from Toledo’s Whitmer
High School, Karen received her nursing train-
ing from the Maumee Valley Hospital School
of Nursing. She went on to obtain her under-
graduate degree from the University of Toledo
and a Masters of Public Health Degree from
the University of Michigan. She also attended
the University of Toledo Law School.

Karen began her public service on the front
lines, as a public health nurse with the Lucas
County Health Department. Though her jobs
changed, Karen never left the front lines in
service to Ohio’s vulnerable people. Karen be-
came the Director of Nursing for the Lucas
County Health Department in 1967 and re-
mained at the helm until 1993. During part of
those years she also served as a consultant to
the Ohio Department of Health. Her advice
and counsel was sought by many as an expert
on matters of health care.

Following her “retirement” from the health
department, Karen became the principal con-
sultant at Community Health Consulting. She
also served as Executive Director of the Mil-
dred Bayer Clinic for two years. Rounding out
her public service, Karen lent herself as Exec-
utive Director of Toledo District Nurses Asso-
ciation, Ohio AFL-CIO NWO Retiree Coordi-
nator, Ohio Health Policy Consultant in the
2004 Presidential Campaign, Social Justice
Chair of Toledo Area Jobs with Justice, and
as President of AFSCME Retirees in Wood &
Lucas Counties. All the while she has served
32 different organizations in various ways. She
has been wise counsel to myself and many
others, sharing her knowledge of health care
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and the need for affordable, available cov-
erage. As if that isn’t enough, Karen has also
given to our community as a one of the most
capable and caring elected officials, having
served on the Lucas County Educational Serv-
ice Center since election in 1999 and on
which she has served four terms as Board
President.

Throughout, Karen has opened her heart
and home to others. Those young people are
now grown with children of her own, and
Karen is now a proud grandma. We share with
her family our pride in her accomplishments
and in the receipt of the honor most recently
bestowed. The Barbara Klass Sokol Award is
a special award and this year it has been
given to a very special woman.

Karen Krause’s legacy in our community
runs deep. As was noted when the presen-
tation was made this weekend, Karen is truly
“a champion of the people,” a mantle she
wears most humbly. She has travelled a path
of her own and brought up many others along
the way. Her servant’s heart is her true gift,
and one she has shared willingly in more than
fifty years of public service. She has truly
practiced Christ's Word that “Whatsover you
do to the least among you, that you do unto
me.” Her efforts have earned her the respect
of those of us lucky enough to call her friend.
This weekend’s recognition was a chance for
all of us to say, most heartfelt, “Thank you
Karen.”

—————

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, CARSON
WILLIAMS

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to wish Carson Williams a Happy Birth-
day.

Carson was born on July 30, 1999 in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee. He is the son of Carlton
Williams and Gretchen Richards.

Carson attends Signal Mountain Middle
High School—home of the Eagles—located in
Signal Mountain, Tennessee. From the time
he could swing a bat, Carson played t-ball and
Dixie Youth baseball. Today, Carson plays
baseball for the Signal Mountain Middle High
School varsity team. He is one on the best
ball players on Signal Mountain.

As well as baseball, Carson loves to wake
board, snow board, and play basketball. He
kayaks, fishes and camps with his dad. Some-
times they go to the Nantahala River. They
are best friends forever.

Carson and his mom are best friends for-
ever, too. Carson and his mom do school
projects together and cook. Carson also
spends time on the lake with his mom and
stepdad Mike. At 13 years old, Carson earned
his boating license. He now drives a pontoon.
Carson and Mike also like to hunt together.
They hunt in Alabama, and anywhere else
with lots of woods.

Carson loves Funyuns, Dr. Pepper, sea
food, rare prime rib, and his family. He is
proud to be from Tennessee.

Carson’s sister is Margot Clark, married
happily ever after to Justin.
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Carson’s grandparents on his paternal side
are the late Thomas “Papa” Williams, a grad-
uate of Texas A&M (Class of ’60), and Mildred
“Mimi” Williams, a retired school teacher who
graduated from the University of South Caro-
lina Aiken where she was a Who's Who
Among Students in American Colleges and
Universities. Carson says no one makes
chicken and dumplings better than his Mimi.
Carson misses his Papa.

On his maternal side, Carson’s grand-
parents are Albert and Betty Jones, and Mike
and Sue Richards. Albert is a graduate of
Sewanee: The University of the South. Betty
graduated from the University of Tennessee
and was a tennis coach at Chattanooga State.
She is teaching Carson to play tennis. Mike is
a graduate of Auburn University, and Sue
graduated from Troy State and earned a Mas-
ter's degree from the University of Alabama.
Grandma Sue is one of the best cooks Carson
knows.

Carson’s aunts are Lisa Williams, Cindy
Jones, and Lynn Civitts.

Carson wants a truck one day soon. For
now, he has to make do with happy birthday
wishes from his family.

———

LONG BEACH CENTRAL AREA
ASSOCIATION

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, | submit the
following.

Whereas, the Long Beach Central Area As-
sociation (LBCAA) is a 22 year old non-profit
organization; and

Whereas, MusicUNTOLD is the program
and event production arm of the LBCAA, dedi-
cated to educational art programs that pro-
mote diversity and human dignity; and

Whereas, all of MusicUNTOLD events and
programs are free to the public, except annual
signature/ticketed concerts; and

Whereas, the signature concert for 2013, is
the 50th anniversary of the “Martin Luther
King, Jr. Symphony of Brotherhood” Concert,
on August 18 at the Zipper Hall-Colburn; and

Whereas, the chamber music concert is
celebrating the 50th Anniversary “March on
Washington for Freedom and Jobs” and Dr.
King’'s “I Have A Dream” speech, featuring
national and local classical and opera artists;
and

Whereas, the concert will present MLK Jr.’s
little known appreciation of classical and opera
music, a correlation between Beethoven and
MLK Jr., and the historical footprint of MLK Jr.
in Los Angeles; and

Whereas, the world premiere of “Candle-
light” for soprano by South Korean educator
and composer Dr. Joopoong Kim.

More information can be found http:/
wvvw.brownpapertickets.com/event/385424
and www.musicuntold.com.
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CELEBRATING 28 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE: PEGGY LYNCH, EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR, FRIENDS OF THE
PARKS AND TRAILS OF SAINT
PAUL AND RAMSEY COUNTY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to honor the inspiring career of Ms. Peggy
Lynch, a leader in preservation of parks and
green space, on the occasion of her retire-
ment as Executive Director from Friends of the
Parks and Trails of Saint Paul and Ramsey
County.

The Friends of the Parks and Trails of Saint
Paul and Ramsey County has its origins in a
group of citizens who banded together to pro-
tect Hidden Falls—Crosby Lake Regional Park
in 1984 from developers proposing to build
housing within the park. After the housing pro-
posal was defeated, the group continued to
meet, and a permanent organization was es-
tablished in 1985 with a grant from the Saint
Paul Foundation. Peggy Lynch co-founded the
organization and served as Executive Director
for the next 28 years. Today, because of Peg-
gy’s extraordinary persistence and advocacy
for the outdoors, the organization has led de-
velopment and preservation of parks across
the east metro region and earned her the title
the “Conscience of the Parks.”

Thanks to Peggy Lynch’s vision, the organi-
zation achieved foundational work to protect
public access to green space. In 1985 the
group initiated a study of parks in Saint Paul
and Ramsey County during a period of intense
developer interest in prime park land. At the
time, there were few local park commissions
and developers had no obligation to contribute
to the park system. Cities such as Saint Paul
sold parkland for a dollar per parcel. As a re-
sult of a study by the Friends of the Parks and
Trails of Saint Paul and Ramsey County, Park
Commissions in Saint Paul and Ramsey
County were established. The amendment of
the City of Saint Paul and Ramsey County
charters for “no net loss” of parkland were ap-
proved. These actions built a system to pre-
serve and add parkland for public use.

Additionally, Peggy and Friends of the Parks
and Trails of Saint Paul and Ramsey County
have helped develop and support the environ-
ment by promoting appreciation for parks and
open space through quality parks, trails, and
bikeways. Through educational, community,
and corporate outreach programs, they have
provided access to recreational opportunities
to communities who otherwise may not have
the opportunity to experience it.

Peggy’s influence brought increased rec-
ognition and elevated the importance of pre-
serving the great outdoors for present and fu-
ture generations to come. Her work along with
the Friends of the Parks and Trails of Saint
Paul and Ramsey County are legacies that will
live on in the organization’s work advocating
for the environment in the Twin Cities.
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HONORING JOHN R. LASSEN, JR.

HON. KYRSTEN SINEMA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. SINEMA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and passing of Mr. John R.
Lassen, Jr., a lifelong teacher in Tempe, Ari-
zona, and a nationally distinguished innovator
in secondary education.

A native fourth generation Arizonan, John
served his country in the United States Air
Force after graduating from high school in
Tempe. Following his distinguished service to
his country, John returned home to attend Ari-
zona State University on a basketball scholar-
ship, where he earned both a bachelor and a
master’s degree in mathematics.

John’s heart never left Tempe—his passion
was mathematics. He loved teaching in his
hometown at Marcos De Niza and Mountain
Pointe High Schools for nearly forty years,
eventually serving as Mathematics Department
Chairman for the Tempe Unified School Dis-
trict.

Under the administration of President
George H. W. Bush, Mr. Lassen earned the
Presidential Award for Excellence in Science
and Mathematics Teaching, for which he was
honored at the White House Rose Garden and
the U.S. State Department. Mr. Lassen also
initiated a dual-credit collaboration between
Tempe public schools and Rio Salado Col-
lege, offered first at Mr. Lassen’s own Moun-
tain Pointe High School and later throughout
the greater Phoenix area. For this, he was
given the President’s Award for dedication and
commitment to education in Arizona from the
President of Rio Salado College.

It was to the great benefit of Tempe, his
community, and the state of Arizona that Mr.
Lassen served so dutifully and lived so well. |
ask that my colleagues join me in post-
humously recognizing Mr. Lassen and extend-
ing our condolences to his family.

——

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL
DEBT

HON. MIKE COFFMAN

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was
$10,626,877,048,913.08.

Today, it is $16,738,094,608,381.03. We've
added $6,111,217,559,467.95 to our debt in 4
and a half years. This is $6 trillion in debt our
nation, our economy, and our children could
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment.

—————

RECOGNIZING JONATHAN “TIG”
WILLARD

HON. TOM RICE

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, |
am proud to recognize Jonathan “Tig” Willard
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from Loris, South Carolina today for his com-
mendable bravery and act of selflessness.
While driving to training camp for the Ten-
nessee Titans this past Tuesday, he noticed a
car with black smoke billowing out of it. Jona-
than signaled for the car to pull over and
helped to rescue the driver, her three children,
and her dog as the car was engulfed in
flames.

A native of the Seventh District of South
Carolina, Jonathan is an exemplary football
player who led Clemson University’s defense
in tackles last season and now plays at the
professional level. However, it is an act like
this—one that puts the safety of others before
the safety of self—that demonstrates Jona-
than’s compassion and character. | commend
his efforts, as this is a reminder that we
should all keep our eyes open for ways to be
a Good Samaritan and help our fellow neigh-
bors.

——————

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF
HANDLEY REGIONAL LIBRARY

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 100th anniversary of Handley Re-
gional Library in Winchester, Virginia.

The original Handley Library building has
long been an important architectural and his-
torical site in Winchester. It first opened in
1913 and was designed by architects J. Stew-
art Barney and Henry Otis Chapman.

The growth and change the library has gone
through over the past 100 years has been ex-
traordinary. In 1915, the library’s annual at-
tendance was 52,902. Today, more than
357,000 guests visit the facility each year. The
collection of books and periodicals has ex-
panded significantly as well. The library’s col-
lection totaled 6,000 in 1915; today, the collec-
tion contains over 302,000 books, magazines
and digital materials, including audio books, e-
books, CDs and DVDs.

The library’s growth over the years is due in
part to the growth in the Shenandoah Valley
region. Today, the population served by the li-
brary is 120,000, an increase of nearly
100,000 since 1915.

Additionally, Handley Library is unique be-
cause it is one of three libraries in the regional
system. It became regional when Frederick
County joined the system in 1979 and Clarke
County joined in 1981. Regional systems en-
sure the libraries can all provide excellent
services without duplicating administrative
costs. This has saved taxpayers money, which
is crucial during these economically chal-
lenging times.

Handley Regional Library is a treasure for
the northern Shenandoah Valley community.
From computer literacy programs, to youth
and adult programs, to the vast collection of
regional history and genealogy located in its
outstanding archives section, the library pro-
vides exceptional facilities and services for
area residents.

The success of the library today is due to
director Trish Ridgeway and the entire library
staff, as well as the generous support of the
Friends of Handley Library and its many vol-
unteers.
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| would like to particularly recognize the ef-
forts of Trish Ridgeway, who during her 20
years as its director has overseen several of
the regional library system’s construction
projects, including the major renovation of the
original library building in Winchester. As she
prepares to retire at the end of September, |
want to thank Trish for her leadership and
wish her all the best for retirement.

There will be a gala celebration in honor of
the 100th anniversary at Handley Library on
August 24, 2013. Congratulations to the li-
brary, its staff and the volunteers as they cele-
brate this very important milestone.

DIVISION IN CYPRUS

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, in mid-May,
twenty-three of my colleagues joined me in
sending a letter to the Secretary General of
the United Nations to encourage the newly
elected Greek Cypriot leader and his Turkish
Cypriot counterpart to resume talks aimed at
expediently resolving the ongoing dispute over
a divided Cyprus. A negotiated and mutually
acceptable comprehensive settlement, based
on a bi-zonal and bi-communal federation is
vital to the region. | support international and
domestic efforts to achieve such a resolution
and urge the House of Representatives to en-
courage constructive dialogue between the
two sides. In 2003, the House unanimously
adopted H. Res. 165 in support of the Annan
Plan, which would have approved the creation
of a reunified Partnership State in Cyprus as
a loose federation of two component states—
the Greek Cypriot State and the Turkish Cyp-
riot State. Unfortunately, this historic oppor-
tunity was rejected by Greek Cypriots through
a referendum on the island.

Although a majority of Turkish Cypriots ap-
proved the peace plan also by referendum, an
opportunity of historic proportions was missed.
Many would attribute the Greek Cypriots rejec-
tion of the Annan Plan and pro-division choice
to becoming European Union (EU) members,
which followed this move. At that time, it was
believed that EU accession was predicated on
solving this division after the fact. Subse-
quently, there has been no progress in this re-
gard, further indicating a pro-division State.
While the Greek Cypriots enjoy recognition as
a sovereign state, there has been no imputes
for them to solve the problem. Despite prom-
ises made to Turkish Cypriots over and over
again, they still remain isolated.

Over ten years have gone by without any
progress on this issue. This year may once
again be a year of opportunity to put an end
to the status quo. We should be courageous
enough to encourage a solution in Cyprus,
and creative enough to promote a more se-
cure, stable and prosperous Eastern Medi-
terranean where Greece, Turkey, a unified Cy-
prus, together with their allies and partners in
the region, work together to build a better fu-
ture.

With the firm belief that such an outcome is
not only achievable, but will also set an invalu-
able example of peace and cooperation in the
region and beyond, | urge the Administration
to encourage the United Nations Secretary
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General to enhance his efforts in reaching a
comprehensive and just solution in Cyprus.

———

EDWARD R. MURROW
SCHOOL’S NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIP TITLE

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. CLARKE. Mr. Speaker, today, | rise to
congratulate my alma mater Edward R. Mur-
row High School for winning the 2013 National
High School Chess Championship. This is the
eighth time that my alma mater has won this
prestigious title.

Edward R. Murrow’s chess team, along with
more than 5000 students from across the
country, vied for the national title in Nashville,
Tennessee. Murrow trumped the competition
and came away with the top prize.

Murrow’s championship chess team hails
from a diverse background reflective of the
multicultural and vibrant communities that call
Brooklyn, New York home.

| am tremendously proud of the team’s tal-
ented young men and women, who worked
hard to perfect their skills. | also want to ac-
knowledge their coach, Mr. Eliot Weiss, who
helped the students hone their talents, while
offering guidance and mentorship throughout
the year.

This victory was no easy feat. It was only
through hard work, tenacity, and long hours
spent perfecting the craft that they were able
to claim the title.

Through judicious choice and astute strat-
egy, Murrow’s chess team has again proven
that they are some of the most proficient and
accomplished in the sport.

| feel honored to call myself an alumna of
such a distinguished institution, which has a
long history of shaping the sharp and analytic
minds of New York’s most promising youth.

Once again, | say congratulations to Edward
R. Murrow’s Chess Team for a job well done!

HIGH
CHESS

———
HONORING THE LIFE OF NORTH-
WEST FLORIDA’S BLUFORD
WARD

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the life of Mr. Bluford
Ward, who passed away on July 25, 2013.
During his life, Bluford made it his mission to
engage with his neighbors, reaching out to
hear their concerns and assist them in any
way he could. The loss of this great man is
felt across the entire Northwest Florida com-
munity.

Bluford was born on August 18, 1939 and
was raised in the small and historic Coon Hill
community of Santa Rosa County, Florida. He
attended Allentown High School where he met
and married his beloved companion of fifty-
four years, Betty Crutchfield.

In his lifetime, Bluford was a trusted and
valuable employee for many local companies.
In his earlier years, he worked for American
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Cyanamid. He also worked as a car salesman
for several dealerships in both Florida and
Alabama. It was a position that suited him
well, providing him an opportunity to talk with
his “neighbors” about the concerns of the day,
as well as helping them find the best deal pos-
sible. An avid hunter, Bluford served as a
hunting guide in Colorado and Wyoming. He
built a reputation on working and tooling hunt-
ing rifles and scopes and worked at a variety
of sporting stores, including Mike’s Outdoor
Sports, Scott’s Outdoor Sports, and most re-
cently Owen’s Ouffitters. Outside of the work-
place, Bluford loved tinkering around the
house and maintaining a vegetable garden.

Bluford will always be remembered as a
good neighbor, outdoorsman, and one of Cen-
tral High School Jaguars biggest fans But
above all, he was a dedicated family man and
a devoted Christian. Bluford is survived by the
love of his life, Betty; their three daughters:
Sherry (Reed) Compton of Auburn, Alabama;
Jennifer (Lee) Langham of Jay, Florida; and
Terry (Bart) Bray of Jay, Florida; four grand-
daughters: Chloe Compton, Arissa Bray, Paige
Bray and Kolby Bray; five sisters, and one
brother, numerous nieces, nephews, and
man’s best friend, Hope.

Family, friends, and neighbors mourn the
loss of a man with a genuine smile, loving
heart, and unwavering compassion.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States
Congress, | am privileged to honor the life of
Bluford Ward. My wife Vicki and | offer our
prayers and sincerest condolences to his wife,
Betty, his family, and friends. He will be truly
missed.

————

CONGRATULATING UZBEKISTAN
ON ITS INDEPENDENCE

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to congratulate Uzbekistan on 22 years
of independence. The United States has sup-
ported Uzbekistan’s sovereignty following its
independence from the Soviet Union in 1991.

Uzbekistan is a key partner in supporting
international efforts in Afghanistan. Uzbekistan
has supported North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) troops in Afghanistan through
provision of electricity, development of rail in-
frastructures and the Northern Distribution
Network. Uzbekistan was the United States’
main regional partner in the war on terrorism.

But our relationship with Uzbekistan has de-
veloped beyond Afghanistan. | commend
President Islam Karimov for strengthening
U.S.-Uzbekistan relations and for providing
stability in one of the world’s tougher neigh-
borhoods. Under his leadership, the United
States and Uzbekistan are cooperating on se-
curity, economic relations, political and civil
society issues, agricultural development,
transnational crime, and the threat of infec-
tious disease.

As a result of strong bilateral relations be-
tween our countries, Uzbekistan is becoming
an attractive investment location for United
States companies including Coca-Cola, Case
New Holland, Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Cater-
pillar, and others. Just last year, 50 executives
from top United States companies took part in
the annual Uzbekistan-U.S. Business Forum.
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With the largest population in Central Asia
and a fast-growing economy, Uzbekistan is
also a major producer of energy and minerals.
Uranium is one of Uzbekistan’s largest exports
to the United States.

Uzbekistan’s history spans more than 2,500
years. Samarkand is the second largest city in
Uzbekistan and is as old as Rome, Athens
and Babylon. Samarkand is one of the most
important cities in Central Asia. It is the city of
legends. Registan Square is considered an ar-
chitectural gem representing the finest in lIs-
lamic art. The Mausoleum of Tamerlane
houses a massive slab of green jade under
which Tamerlane the conqueror is buried, and
is thought to be the largest such stone in the
world. Today, Samarkand is included in the
UNESCO World Heritage List.

Once an important trading center at the
crossroads of the Great Silk Road connecting
Asia and Europe, Uzbekistan is, again, emerg-
ing as a regional and global leader. And so, it
is my honor to congratulate President Karimov
and the people of Uzbekistan on their Inde-
pendence Day and to extend to them my best
wishes for a bright and prosperous future.

——

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES MUST
‘INTERFERE’ IN U.S.-CHINA RE-
LATIONS

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, this week the U.S.
and China will hold its annual human rights
dialogue—a dialogue that began after the bru-
tal Tiananmen Square crackdown 24 vyears
ago.

Nearly a quarter of a century later the Chi-
nese government remains frightened by the
spirit that animated that protest. A June 23
Washington Post article reported that, “In the
22 decades since the protests’ violent end,
China’s government has largely scrubbed
Tiananmen from history.”

Try as they might the Chinese government’s
“Orwellian” efforts to erase this unpleasant
event from its history books are incomplete.
There are those still living with the scars of
that day—both emotional and physical. In
1991, Congressman CHRIS SMITH and | trav-
eled to China. We visited Beijing Prison Num-
ber One, which at the time housed approxi-
mately 40 Tiananmen Square protesters.
While our request to visit the demonstrators
was denied, we left with a pair of socks, made
by the prisoners, for export to the West.

The abuses of Tiananmen are not simply
the stuff of history. The State Department’s
most recent human rights report found that,
“Repression and coercion, particularly against
organizations and individuals involved in rights
advocacy and public interest issues, were rou-
tine. Individuals and groups seen as politically
sensitive by authorities continued to face tight
restrictions on their freedom to assemble,
practice religion, and travel. Efforts to silence
and intimidate political activists and public in-
terest lawyers continued to increase. Authori-
ties resorted to extralegal measures such as
enforced disappearance, ‘soft detention,” and
strict house arrest, including house arrest of
family members, to prevent the public voicing
of independent opinions.”
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In the face of these and other abuses, it is
striking that the human rights dialogue with the
Chinese government rarely produces real re-
sults or changes. The content of these discus-
sions is cloaked in secrecy, even with other
policy makers, including Congress, and the
broader human rights community. We are as-
sured that behind closed doors the administra-
tion gave an impassioned defense of basic
freedoms and human dignity. We are told that,
privately, specific cases were raised. This ap-
proach has, time and again, failed to produce
meaningful results. The imprisoned Catholic
bishop, the detained blogger and the belea-
guered human rights lawyer deserve far more
than this administration has given them.

Human Rights Watch summed it up this way
in a press release issued before last year's
human rights dialogue: “Many of the United
States’ and other governments’ past human
rights dialogues with China have been largely
a rhetorical shell, lacking in accountability,
transparency, and clear benchmarks for
progress. The Chinese government often
points to these dialogues as a human rights
‘deliverable,” an end in itself, or insists that
human rights issues can only be discussed in
the context of a dialogue. None of the govern-
ments that pursue these dialogues with the
Chinese government have established bench-
marks to ensure meaningful progress.”

Will the same hold true this week? Will we
find simply another rhetorical shell and no dis-
cernible progress on the part of one of the
world’s worse human rights abusers?

If history is to be our guide, | fear the an-
swer is yes.

Early in her tenure as Secretary of State,
Hillary Clinton, during a visit to Asia, famously
said that U.S concern with human rights
issues in China “can’t interfere with the global
economic crisis, the global climate change cri-
sis, and the security crisis.” Her statement
garnered shock and dismay from human rights
activists at home, and | would venture,
abroad—the very people who historically have
looked to America to champion their cause,
rather than relegate it to the backburner. Fur-
ther, it effectively showed this administration’s
hand to everyone, including Beijing. Any men-
tion of human rights was just that—an obliga-
tory mention. Human rights were an inter-
ference to be managed, a pesky deterrent to
bilateral collaboration on more pressing
issues.

This notion has been born out in reality.
Only when events literally force a response
from the U.S. government do human rights
garner the attention they rightly deserve.

In April 2012, Chinese activist and legal ad-
vocate Chen Guangcheng sought refuge in
the U.S. embassy. All of a sudden human
rights were sure to “interfere” with the Stra-
tegic and Economic Dialogue, which was
bringing secretaries Clinton and Geithner to
Beijing for high level talks the following week.

Several months earlier, in February 2012 |
was one of several Members of Congress—in-
cluding Rep. CHRIS SMITH, who for years
championed Chen’s case—who wrote a letter
to President Obama on the eve of Chinese
Vice President Xi Jinping’s visit to the U.S. We
encouraged President Obama to follow the
time-tested model of President Ronald
Reagan during the height of the Cold War,
when Reagan spoke out on behalf of specific
dissidents by name, linking human rights and
religious freedom to every other facet of U.S.-
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Soviet relations rather than sidelining the very
principles that make this country unique. Chen
Guangcheng was among the cases we fea-
tured and pressed him to raise.

But it was only with Chen’s heroic escape
from house arrest that he guaranteed that he
was a diplomatic priority.

Too often, it seems that this administration’s
posture vis-a-vis human rights is one of cau-
tion to the point of silence.

Silence in the face of China’s abysmal
human rights record is indefensible.

The government is an equal opportunity op-
pressor of people of faith—Catholic bishops,
Protestant house church leaders, Tibetan
monks and nuns, Uyghur Muslims and Falun
Gong practitioners to name a few. Harass-
ments, intimidation and imprisonment are the
order of the day.

According to the Congressional Executive
Commission on China, at least 40 Roman
Catholic bishops remain imprisoned or de-
tained, or were forcibly disappeared including
the elderly Bishop Su Zhimin, whose current
whereabouts are unknown and who had been
under strict surveillance since the 1970s.

Protestant house church pastors are rou-
tinely intimidated, imprisoned and tortured.
Writing in Christianity Today on February 27,
2013, ChinaAid’s Bob Fu declared, “. . . the
number of incidents of ‘persecution’ increased
in 2012 from the previous years, including a
number of arrest, sentencing to labor camps,
short term detentions, rape and torture in po-
lice custody, destruction and confiscation of
property, beatings, fines, the loss of jobs or
business licenses, and police intimidation.”

Over the last two years, a growing number
of peace-loving Tibetan Buddhist monks and
nuns have set themselves aflame in despera-
tion at the abuses suffered by their people.
Human Rights Watch reports that, “The Chi-
nese government, under the rationale of a
campaign to improve rural living standards,
has sent more than 20,000 officials and com-
munist party cadres to Tibetan villages to un-
dertake intrusive surveillance of people, carry
out widespread political re-education, and es-
tablish partisan security units . . .”

Uyghur Muslims are unable to freely asso-
ciate and have been subject to forced confes-
sions and persecution. | repeatedly requested,
to no avail, that Secretary Clinton meet with
Uyghur human rights activist Rebiya Kadeer
who has long been at the forefront of this
issue having suffered in prison for five years,
including two years of solitary confinement,
before she was exiled to the U.S in 2005. In
addition to being a leading human rights activ-
ist she is a mother. Her own children have
been harassed and wrongly imprisoned as a
direct result of her advocacy efforts.

The annual report of the U.S. Commission
on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF)
found that, “poor religious freedom conditions
in China have deteriorated significantly, par-
ticularly for Tibetan Buddhists and Uighur
Muslims. To stem the growth of independent
Catholic and Protestant groups, the govern-
ment has detained and arrested leaders, forc-
ibly closed churches, and selected Catholic
bishops without the approval of the Vatican.
The Falun Gong and other groups deemed
‘evil cults’ face long-term imprisonments,
forced renunciations of faith, and torture in de-
tention.”

In November 2009 | wrote a series of high-
ranking Obama Administration officials, includ-
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ing U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk, urg-
ing that when they have the opportunity to
travel to China, that they take time to attend
a service at one of China’s underground
house churches.

| noted that it is not uncommon for U.S.
government officials to attend one of the state-
sanctioned Three-Self Patriotic Movement
churches but that officials rarely if ever visit
any of China’s house churches which con-
stitute a significant segment of China’s faith
community and consistently face persecution
and repression at the hands of their own gov-
ernment.

| further noted that, perhaps counter-intu-
itively, many house churches welcome visits
by high-profile government officials from the
West. Not only do such visits give decision-
makers a clearer sense of the repression that
the church in China faces but in some cases
it actually affords them protection from future
harassment and lends credibility to the church
themselves. Few administration officials both-
ered to respond to my letter and, to my knowl-
edge, not a single one has attended a service
since the request was made a year and a half
ago. In several meetings | personally raised
the issue with Mr. Kirk. He seemed to view the
request as bothersome—a distraction from
more important things.

In its annual report, the bipartisan U.S.
Commission on International Religious Free-
dom (USCIRF) pointed to the administration’s
so-called “Asia Pivot,” and observed that the
“security and economic pillars of the Asia
Pivot remain more developed, and no new de-
mocracy, human rights, or humanitarian policy
proposals have been offered.” The commis-
sion further noted that human rights are not an
integrated part of U.S.-China bilateral rela-
tions.

The Chinese government maintains a brutal
system of slave labor camps on the order of
the Soviet gulags. Common criminals languish
behind bars with Nobel laureates who dare to
question the regime’s authority.

China has a thriving business of harvesting
and selling for transplant kidneys, corneas and
other human organs from executed prisoners,
including political prisoners.

Earlier this month, just weeks before the
human rights dialogue, the New York Times
reported that “The police in Beijing have de-
tained one of China’s most prominent rights
advocates, the latest in a series of arrests that
critics said showed the Communist Party’s de-
termination to silence campaigners who have
challenged the party to act on its vows to ex-
pose official corruption and respect rule of
law.” The advocate’s name is Xu Zhiyong.

The Times continued, “supporters said that
his case was likely to attract wider attention as
a test of China’s beleaguered ‘rights defense’
movement, which he helped build. That loose
network of lawyers, scholars and advocates
has sought to use litigation, publicity and peti-
tions to secure political and social rights.” The
Christian Science Monitor reported that, “Xu is
renowned for his public interest legal work on
behalf of victims of official injustice, such as
children sickened by melamine-tainted for-
mula, and for the care he takes not to demand
more than the Chinese Constitution provides
for.”

All of these examples are symptomatic of a
broken system in China. A system infused
with corruption and threatened by dissent.

Despite explosive economic growth, China
remains a ‘“closed society” when it comes to



El1164

information. The Chinese government recog-
nizes that ideas have consequence and they
go to great lengths to restrict Chinese citizens’
access to information through the “Great Fire-
wall” which censors so-called ‘“offensive”
speech.

It is estimated that China employs between
30,000 and 50,000 special Internet police.
These police were notably active in the after-
math of the “Arab Spring” as the government
blocked Internet search requests for key
words like “Egypt” and “Jasmine.”

As far back as 2008, Amnesty International
rightly noted that “In China the Internet has
become a new frontier in the fight for human
rights.”

And yet the Obama Administration has paid
mere lip-service to Internet freedom boasting
in speeches of the priority it places on the
issue when in fact nearly all of the money
they’'ve spent on Internet circumvention has
been as a result of congressionally-mandated
funding targeting closed societies and the
State Department has actually sought to redi-
rect the funding toward less threatening re-
search initiatives as opposed to actual hard-
hitting circumvention which poses a real threat
to authoritarian regimes.

This is not surprising given that this admin-
istration seems less concerned with bringing
about reform and change on the part of the
Chinese government than it does with embrac-
ing the current leadership.

On January 19, 2011, | spoke at a Capitol
Hill press conference regarding the visit of
then-Chinese president Hu Jintao to the U.S.
in which | strongly criticized the administration
for granting the Chinese president the distinc-
tion of an official state dinner—something
which had not happened for 13 years—given
that the regime had done nothing to deserve
such an honor.

We were joined at the press conference by
the wife of Gao Zhisheng. Gao is one of the
most respected human rights lawyers in
China. He has defended activists and religious
minorities and documented human rights
abuses in China, including a number of high-
profile human rights cases, involving Chris-
tians in Xinjiang and Falun Gong practitioners.
He has been disbarred and subjected to
forced disappearance, torture, illegal house ar-
rest and detention as a result of his work. Cur-
rently he is imprisoned in Shaya County Pris-
on in the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region
in northwest China, after being incarcerated in
December 2011 for allegedly violating the con-
ditions of his suspended three-year sentence.
Prior to this, his whereabouts had been un-
known for almost 20 months. He has been tor-
tured repeatedly since 2006 and continues to
be at high risk of further torture. Nearly eight
months ago his older brother was able to visit
him in prison. Prior to that it had been nine
months since anyone had had confirmation he
was even alive. He has not been seen or
heard from since.

| have “adopted” Gao as part of a recently
launched initiative, the Defending Freedoms
Project, led by the Tom Lantos Human Rights
Commission which seeks to draw attention to
the plight of persecuted prisoners of con-
science and | am committed to pressing for
his release and ultimately his freedom.

Gao is but one of many high profile dis-
sidents presently languishing in prison. In De-
cember 2009, the government sentenced
human rights and democracy activist Liu
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Xiaobo to 11 years in prison due to his in-
volvement in drafting Charter '08, a historic
manifesto advocating for democracy and a
greater respect for human rights in China.
Liu’'s courage was recognized by the Nor-
wegian Nobel Committee when they awarded
him the 2010 Nobel Peace Prize. However,
the award ceremony was held with an empty
chair as a solemn reminder that the 2010
Nobel Laureate remains behind bars.

Many have predicted that the 21st century
will be the Chinese century, but absent dra-
matic reform at the heart of the Chinese gov-
ernment, such Chinese ascendancy is deeply
problematic and America must be clear-eyed
about its implications.

This administration has been anything but.

Last year, Chinese dissident Yu Jie wrote
an unsettling piece in the Washington Post
where he stated, “China is a far greater threat
than the former Soviet Union ever was,” and
“unfortunately, the West lacks visionary politi-
cians, such as Ronald Reagan, to stand up to
this threat.”

While this administration and this president
lack vision, the Chinese people do not.

Before President Obama’s recent meeting
with Chinese President Xi Jinping, | joined a
leading group of human rights organizations
and activists in pressing him to raise the fate
of a group of Chinese prisoners of conscience
dubbed the “China 16,” and to call for their
immediate and unconditional release. Each
has suffered for courageously challenging “the
status quo at great cost and peril to them-
selves and their families.”

As is characteristic, their names were never
publicly uttered by the president. And we can
only guess what happened privately.

Are their names being raised this week in
Kunming, China? Are they being quietly whis-
pered in closed door meetings? Will a single
person’s life change for the better as a result
of the human rights dialogue?

Today, in China, there are men and women
whose names we do not yet know but who
stand shoulder to shoulder with the likes of
Sharansky and Solzhenitsyn and other famed
dissidents throughout history who have dared
to question the tyranny which enslaved them.

Does the Obama Administration stand with
them?

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 90TH
BIRTHDAY OF LILLIA ALINE
HARRIS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to ask for the House’s attention
today to recognize Lillia Aline Harris who will
celebrate her 90th birthday on August 28th.

Lillia Aline Harris was born to Chester and
Estella Warren on August 28, 1923. She was
the firstborn of six children, and had three sis-
ters and two brothers. Mrs. Harris worked on
her parents’ farm while still attending school.
She graduated from Heflin High School in
1942.

In May of 1945, Aline married Robert Free-
man Harris. Together, Aline and Robert had 3
children, 8 grandchildren and 20 great-grand-
children.
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Aline has been an active member of
Coldwater United Methodist Church for over
60 years. She is a loving mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother, and all who know her
speak of her kindness.

Mr. Speaker, please join Mrs. Harris’s fam-
ily, friends, and myself in wishing Aline a
Happy Birthday.

———

48TH ANNIVERSARY OF MEDICARE
HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, for the past 48 years,
Medicare has provided seniors and the dis-
abled with the quality health care, economic
security and peace of mind they deserve. Be-
cause of Medicare, millions of Americans have
been able to grow old with respect and dignity
instead of mounting medical debt and uncer-
tainty.

Let’s not forget: Medicare is a family benefit.
As a caregiver for my mother, | know firsthand
just how important this benefit is to families all
over New Mexico and America. Without Medi-
care, my mother would not be able to get the
health care she needs, and there is absolutely
no way | would be able to take care of her.
Medicare has always been personal to me. It’s
personal to this day.

This week, House Republicans will vote for
the 40th time to repeal the Affordable Care
Act. Every vote to repeal the Affordable Care
Act is a vote to undermine Medicare. The Af-
fordable Care Act has already strengthened
Medicare and saved seniors money by elimi-
nating co-pays for preventive care services,
closing the prescription drug ‘donut hole’ and
extending the life of the Medicare Trust Fund
by nearly a decade.

Mr. Speaker, on this day and every day, we
must remain committed to protecting and
strengthening Medicare for today’s seniors
and for future generations.

HONORING AMBASSADOR LINDY
BOGGS

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor the life and legacy
of Ambassador Lindy Boggs. | was profoundly
saddened to learn of her recent passing. Am-
bassador Boggs was deeply respected for her
civility, dignity, and political acumen by those
across the political spectrum.

A nine-term Member of Congress and
champion of women’s rights, Congresswoman
Boggs spent much of her time working for civil
rights and to address poverty. She and her
husband, Congressman Hale Boggs, wel-
comed civil rights activists into their New Orle-
ans. | personally worked with Congresswoman
Boggs on the successful Head Start program
when she was a Member of the House of
Representatives. | am pleased to recall that |
was in consultation with her back when she
was working on her Head Start legislation.
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Congresswoman Boggs was also responsible
for successfully amending the Equal Credit
Opportunity Act to protect women from lending
discrimination.

After retiring from Congress in 1990, Am-
bassador Boggs worked with civic and cultural
institutions in New Orleans and nationally.
More recently, Ambassador Boggs was ap-
pointed by President Clinton to serve as U.S.
Ambassador to the Holy See at the Vatican.
She continued her record of excellence in this
role, and | was honored to have had the op-
portunity to visit her in Rome during her serv-
ice.

Ambassador Boggs is survived by two chil-
dren, Thomas Hale Boggs, Jr. and Cokie Rob-
erts, whom | have had the privilege of meet-
ing, as well as eight grandchildren and eight-
een great-grandchildren. She will always be
remembered in Washington for her extraor-
dinary service and dedication.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE NUCLEAR
IRAN PREVENTION ACT

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
in support of H.R. 850, the Nuclear Iran Pre-
vention Act. As the threat of a nuclear-armed
Iran looms over the security of the inter-
national community, it is essential that the
U.S. prevent Iran from realizing its dangerous
ambitions. This legislation will broaden eco-
nomic sanctions, target human rights violators
and increase pressure on the Iranian regime
to abandon its dangerous pursuits. | am proud
to cosponsor this legislation.

Despite existing sanctions, Iran continues to
advance its nuclear program with determina-
tion. Since 2011, Iran’s number of installed
centrifuges has doubled and it continues to
obstruct international inspectors. The country
continues to evade sanctions to profit from its
oil production, which in turn funds its nuclear
program and state-sponsored terrorism organi-
zations like Hezbollah. In fact, Iran remains
the number one state-sponsor of terrorism
around the world.

If Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons goes
unchecked, the security of our crucial allies
like Israel, the United States and the global
community will be in grave danger. With this
bill, Congress is sending a clear message to
Tehran to abandon its nuclear weapons pro-
gram, or face the economic consequences. |
urge my colleagues to support this important
legislation.

———

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY MEDICARE
AND MEDICAID

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, on the
48th anniversary of Medicare and Medicaid, |
rise to voice my strong support for these na-
tional treasures and to share with my col-
leagues the voices of older Americans from
around the nation who rely on them.
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Before 1965, nearly half of all seniors were
uninsured. If they became sick or injured, they
were forced to use their savings, rely on their
family, or go without needed medical care.
Today, Medicare serves over 50 million sen-
iors and persons with disabilities, providing
them with the guaranteed benefits that they
have earned over their working lives.

Medicare is literally a life-saver. It can be
improved—and we did so in Obamacare by
lowering drug costs, eliminating cost-sharing
for preventive services like colonoscopies and
cancer screenings, and coordinating care to
improve quality.

Unfortunately, there are some who want to
change Medicare not by making it better, but
by shifting costs to those who cannot afford it.
Some of those proposals involve increased
premiums, deductibles and new cost-sharing
requirements for home health services. Oth-
ers—like those in the Republican-passed
budget resolution—would radically change
Medicare’s very structure by turning it into a
voucher program and leaving seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities to bear dramatically higher
costs.

| urge my colleagues to consider the critical
importance of Medicare and to join me in op-
posing proposals that would add to the finan-
cial burden of seniors and persons with dis-
abilities who are already struggling. Here are
some of the voices of those who need Medi-
care’s guaranteed benefits.

Michelle Adams, from Fallston Maryland,
has been on Medicare for the past 13 years
because she is disabled. If she didn't have
Medicare, she says, “l would be in bad shape
without my prescription and possibly homeless
because | wouldn’t be able to afford both my
medication and rent.”

Madeline Levine from Evergreen, lllinois has
diagnosed with breast cancer shortly after she
became eligible for Medicare. “Without Medi-
care, | could not have afforded my treatment,”
she says. “This gives me a peace of mind that
| have protection.”

Juandra Drumgold from Dorchester, Massa-
chusetts, depends on her family for a roof
over her head and to pay for basic neces-
sities. She says that not being able to work at
such an elderly age and having to maintain
her health care can be quite costly. If she did
not have Medicare, she says, she would have
to cut her living expenses even more, making
a choice between medication and food.

B. Peter Brandt-Sorheim from Mt. Morris,
New York, saw his medical expenses drop by
nearly two-thirds once he became eligible for
Medicare last year. Before, he had to pay
about $1,625 for a three-month supply of
medication, he currently pays $135. If it
weren’t for Medicare, he says, “lI would be
walking on the edge, crossing my fingers, and
praying that someone would donate my Insulin
medication to me.”

Toni Rosenberg of Boca Raton, Florida re-
lies on Medicare for services related to high-
blood pressure, lymphedema, and kidney dis-
ease. She says, “If it was not for Medicare, |
would be dead. If my Medicare benefits were
cut or became more expensive, | would have
to stop eating. By being single, Medicare has
provided me with a safety net. Medicare is not
an entitlement—it is something that we’ve paid
into and should have when we 65. Medicare
has provided me with not having to choose
between eating healthy foods or being able to
get my prescriptions. | do not have to worry
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about my health because | know | have cov-
erage to take care of me. | am a voice for the
people who cannot speak for themselves,
please keep your hands off Medicare. My par-
ents and family all fought to have Medicare in
our golden years so that my children and
grandchildren will have what | have to keep
them going in their senior years.”

Harlan Lang from La Plata, Maryland, has
been on Medicare for twelve years. He says,
“If I did not have Medicare coverage, the qual-
ity of my life would change terribly, because if
| was in a crisis, | would not be able to make
it without the coverage. | believe so strongly in
Medicare, it is so important to me. | cannot af-
ford to be without the coverage. Healthcare is
S0 expensive; | wish it was even better.”

Rosie Woods lives in Richmond Virginia. “I
have been enrolled in Medicare for twenty
years. Medicare has helped me to save on my
prescriptions,” she says. “My health issues for
which | am receiving treatment covered
through Medicare is for cholesterol and | had
a stroke in 2012. If | did not have Medicare
my quality of life would change because |
would have to go on the soup line. If my Medi-
care benefits were cut or if | was charged
more, | would have to give up a whole lot. It
would be a lot of stress that | would have to
go through. Taking care of my home will be
hard with the expenses. We work very hard
for them to take money out of our checks ex-
pecting the benefits to be there when we re-
tire.”

Barbara Bonfield of Birmingham, Alabama
has been enrolled in Medicare for eleven
years. She says, “Medicare has helped me on
most of my expenses. My husband died of a
heart attack at the age of 64. At the age of 65,
| was diagnosed with breast cancer and | am
a survivor, Medicare was my primary insurer.
Medicare has kept me well and it is a vital part
of my community, without Medicare coverage
| probably would not be alive today, it has kept
me alive. If my Medicare benefits were cut or
if | was charged more, | would be spending a
lot of money to obtain my health care. | would
have to re-adjust to everything (travel, food
etc.). The last thing that | would have to re-
duce is my medications. | am very aware of
the rising cost of medical care in this country
and it is good to know that the Affordable
Care Act will reduce the medical cost.

Cynthia Ochs Saur from Melbourne, Florida
says, “l reside in Florida and have been en-
rolled in Medicare for four years. | have had
two wellness exams for breast cancer and a
lot of health issues which were treated thanks
to Medicare. If | did not have Medicare cov-
erage my quality of life would change quite a
bit. If my Medicare benefits were cut or if |
were charged more, | would have to give up
other necessities in order to pay for the help
for my medical problems. | would not be able
to survive in many ways and would suffer
greatly.”

Bruce Russell, Sr. is from Missoula, Mon-
tana and has been enrolled in Medicare for
five years. He says, “Two weeks ago | was
operated on for a growth on my neck, had a
colonoscopy test done and one growth was
removed—neither one was cancerous. If | did
not have Medicare coverage | would die
young. My sister had severe arthritis and shin-
gles, she put up with the pain for three years
until she was enrolled in Medicare. People
who retire on fixed incomes without medical
insurance face serious quality of life issues
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daily when they do not have the benefits of
Medicare which they worked for.”

———

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 2013
MONTGOMERY AMERICAN ANGELS

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 30, 2013

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, |
ask for the House’s attention today to pay
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special tribute to a group of young people in
my Congressional district from Montgomery,
Alabama. These girls, the Montgomery Amer-
ican Angels All Star Team, will be traveling to
Alexandria, Louisiana, this week to play in the
Dixie Youth Softball World Series.

Although they are ages nine and 10, these
girls have shown tremendous maturity and
skill both on and off the field. They currently
hold the titles of Dixie Youth Softball Angel Di-
vision X-Play District Runner-ups and Dixie
Youth Softball Angel Division X-Play State
Champs. By winning both their Division and
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State titles, they will now represent the great
state of Alabama in the World Series.

These 12 girls and their three coaches have
become the first Angels team from Mont-
gomery American to ever advance to the
World Series. They will be traveling over 500
miles from home in the hopes of winning a
World Series Title.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating this team and wishing them the best of
luck as they travel to the Dixie Youth Softball
World Series.
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